One Body, Many Members
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What is truly beautiful?

Our culture tells us immodest women

The heads of corporations seen as our church leaders but don’t talk much about Gospel

Why use the human body metaphor

The oneness of the body

The diversity

Why the metaphor

· His point in using the same analagy varies

· When Paul speaks of the body in Ephesians (4), he is not making the same point that he is making in 1 Cor 12

· So that it is depicted as a vital and living organism

· Side note: The church is the only thing as they present God as buying

· All the verses that associate the church with the blood show intimacy
· Also, the whole body is joined and fit together by what every joint applies by the effective working by which every part does its share and causes the growth of the body
· Shows how much we need each other
· The church is not just an organization or a political cause or organization, but it is a living and vibrant body
· Ephesians 4:16
· The points of contact within the body cause growth
· When you do not give the church what you owe (your presence) 
· You deny the church access to one of the gifts that God has applied for its growth
· The absence of a joint is to the detriment of the body
· You deny yourself access to the gifts of others
· We need one another in an intimate way
· The best way to describe it is not a baseball team or basketball team, but it is a body
· Paul speaks of the unseemly parts of the body
· Not just about ugly people 
· Those who are in Christ are connected and strength is being supplied by places where you would not expect

· The best analogy is a living body, everything happening simultaneously

· To display the dynamic union between Christ and the church

· Christ is a like a physical head

· There is only room for one head on a body

· The emphasis also is on the “one” part

· Begin with the indicative, not the imperative

· “There is one body”

· Don’t start with “be unified” and then try to make it one

· 1. Oneness doctrinally

· Not 10-12 different hopes or lords

· If someone comes to you preaching another doctrine, I am concerned that you will fall for it

· There is one set of doctrines, despite the different views on secondary issues

· To step or to stand outside of these things, you are not part of the body

· How can you be so harsh? Come on, have a generous orthodoxy

· God is the most generous being, and He narrowed the field of orthodoxy 

· It is an insult to try to be more generous than God

· Who should He have saved? No one

· Bill Gates is a wealthy man, but it makes him no less wealthy and generous if he doesn’t give me money

· God did not have to save anyone, and if He saves one person, then it is more than anyone deserved

· 4:13- 

· 2. We have been equally called

· We all have a high priesthood, equal access

· Whoever is in the body can come to Him and find mercy when he needs it

· Thus making peace that he might reconcile them…putting death to the enmity…for through Him we both have access to the Father

· Equal identity

· He doesn’t have real close friends who are play cousins

· He has sons and daughters

· No one will be introduced as a distant cousin

· Granted, we don’t always act like children, but we are

· 3. One Gospel, one message

· Not a “full Gospel”

· It is either the Gospel or not

· You cannot have a church that is “alright, just not full gospel”

· It is a singular message

· Message of god’s saving mercy and grace, same message as Noah

· The concept of diversity

· The body of Christ does itself a disservice when you do not recognized its diversity

· We’ve already fenced this off

· Not anybody with an idea or a feeling

· Our diet gives us visions…pizza at 2 in the morning has strange effects on you at 9 in morning (laugh)

· We mean something in particular when we speak of the church and of Christians 

· It is not necessary for everyone to use the trinity hymnal to be saved

· Our problem is that sometimes when speaking of our commonality in Christ, we look at those in our circles and we overcompensate for those outside it

· He who only eats his mother’s cooking thinks she is the best cook in the world

· There is no exhaustive list of gifts in the bible

· Whatever the body needs is supplied by the Spirit, usually through different personalities and diverse people

· Be careful in critique that you do not fail to appreciate and celebrate the wideness and beauty of its diversity

· A part of your body is singing one of those praise ditties—let us not be too quick to de-brother or de-sister someone who Christ shed His blood for

· How much faith does it take to be saved? Any.

· Weak faith in Christ is only as strong as the object

· One body, many parts, all of it has been redeemed by Christ

